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SUBJECT: TAX AND DUTY FREE SALES OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT GOTT IS TIGHTENING ITS PROCEDURES 

IN PERMITTING DIPLOMATIC AND STAFF PERSONNEL TO SELL AUTO- 
MOBILES AND OTHER PROPERTY IMPORTED (OR BOUGHT LOCALLY) 

TAX AND DUTY FREE. HERETOFORE, SUCH PERMISSIONS WERE 
ROUTINELY GRANTED AT THE END OF TOUR, EVEN IF SUCH TOUR 
WAS LESS THAN TWO YEARS. IT NOW APPEARS THAT THE GOTT 
IS REQUIRING THAT SUCH ITEMS BE HERE AND IN THE POSSESSION 
OF THE OWNER FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS. 

2. SINCE STRICT ADHERENCE TO A TWO-YEAR RULE WOULD WORK SOME 
HARDSHIPS ON CERTAIN OF OUR PEOPLE (PARTICULARLY FIRST-TOUR 
OFFICERS WHO ARE NOW BEING GIVEN 18-MONTH ASSIGNMENTS), 

WE ARE PLANNING TO DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT 

WITH THE MEA URGING THAT A DEGREE OF FLEXIBILITY BE PRESERVED 
TO ACCOMMODATE OUR PERSONNEL WHOSE DUTY TOUR ARELESS THAN TWO 
YEARS. SPECIFICALLY, WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE PITCH 
THAT PERMISSION FOR TAX AND DUTY FREE SALES BE PEGGED 
TO COMPLETION OF ASSIGNED TOUR, RATHER THAN ARBITRARY 
TWO YEARS. IN ORDER TO PREPARE OUR ARGUMENTS WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING FROM THE DEPARTMENT AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE INFORMATION IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

A) WHAT ARE RULES REGARDING SALE OF DUTY AND TAX 
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FREE AUTOMOB KLES AND POSSIBLY OTHER POSSESSIONS 
APPLICABLE TO GOTT PERSONNEL STATIONED IN U. S.? IF 
OUR RESTRICTIONS ARE ROUGHLY THE SAME AS GOTT PRACTICES 
UP TO NOW, WOULD MORE RESTRICTIVE RULES HERE BE 
RECIPROCATED IN WASHINGTON? 

B) CAN DEPARTMENT GIVE US A RUNDOWN ON PREVAILING 
SITUATION. WORLDWIDE, ON RE-SALE PRIVILEGES FRANTED 
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U. S. PERSONNEL? WE ARE NOT REQUESTING GREAT DETAIL 
ON THIS, BUT BELIEVE THAT GOTT MAY BE IMPRESSED IF 
WE CAN ARGUE CONVINCINGLY THAT MOST COUNTRIES ARE WILLING 
TO GRANT MORE LIBERAL PRIVILEGES TO U. S. PERSONNEL THAN 
RULES NOW BEING PUT INTO EFFECT HERE. 

FOX 
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